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Synopsis

From its traces in cryptic images on the dollar bill to Dan Browna ™s The Lost Symbol,
Freemasonry has long been one of the most romanticized secret societies in the world. But a simple
fact escapes most depictions of this elite brotherhood: There are women Freemasons, too. In this
groundbreaking ethnography, Lilith Mahmud takes readers inside Masonic lodges in contemporary
ltaly, where she observes the many ritualistic and fraternal bonds forged among women initiates of
this elite and esoteric society.Offering a tantalizing look behind lodge doors, The Brotherhood of
Freemason Sisters unveils a complex culture of discretion in which Freemasons simultaneously
reveal some truths and hide others. Womena "one of Freemasonrya ™s best-kept secretsa "are
often upper class and highly educated but paradoxically antifeminist, and their self-cultivation
through the Masonic path is an effort to embrace the deeply gendered ideals of fraternity. Mahmud
unravels this contradiction at the heart of Freemasonry: how it was at once responsible for many of
the egalitarian concepts of the Enlightenment and yet has always been, and in ltaly still remains,

AN

extremely exclusive.A The result is not only a thrilling look at an unfamiliara "and surprisingly

A N

influentiala "world, but a reevaluation altogether of the modern values and ideals that we now take

for granted.
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Customer Reviews

a ceLike all the best ethnographies, Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters inspires curiosity that
increases, rather than diminishes, with the readera ™s growing sense of discernment.a « (American

Anthropologist)a cel commend this book not only for academic purposes but for anyone seeking a



broader understanding of elites. With her bold ethnography, Mahmud delivers an admirable
contribution to a growing literature of provincializing Europe and questioning its normative centrality
to discourses presumed to have travelled to other locales. Above all this is a further critique of a
tendency to discard a “ethnographic subjectsa ™ as not poor enough, not suffering enough, not
being marginal enough. By asking & "What about the unsympathetic subjects of ethnographic
studies, whose right-wing or religious views on gender, class, race, sexuality, labor, nationalism, or
the military, for instance might push anthropologists to the limits of our own cultural relativism,a ™ |
take it to be part of a wider question contemporary anthropology faces, the & “hierarchizationa ™ of
worthy ethnographic subjects. Mahmud takes a bold stance in answering this question by opening
up the conditions of research and delivering a deeply humanistic and attractive ethnography about
one of the most powerful global fraternities.a « (Reviews & Critical Commentary)a ceMahmuda ™s
analysis of masculinities and femininities in Freemason societies in ltaly reveals brilliantly the power
and practices of elite fraternities in contemporary Europe. The book demonstrates how and why
feminist ethnographic research can both engage with the micropractices of gender and community
making and shed light on larger issues about the role of transparency and secrecy, liberalism and
humanism, in making & "Westernad ™ democracies. This is anthropology at its best: reflexive,
engaged, curious, and careful.a « (Inderpal Grewal, author of Transnational America)a ceThe
Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges is
getting accolades, and | can see why. In Mahmuda ™s careful hands, this study of gendered elite
becomes one of subtleties and contradictions. While she traces how fraternity as an & “intentional
projecta ™ reifies power differentials in practice, she never lets go of the belief that fraternity is in
itself the & "heart of humanism.4 ™ Freemason lodges may very well be gendered, racialized, and
class-based organizations, but Mahmud reminds us that the pursuit of fraternity is nonetheless a

a “profound source of meaning and purposea ™ for us all.4 « A (Association for Feminist
Anthropology)a ceA riveting analysis of the women Freemasons in Italy that illuminates the debates
about and paradoxes of womena ™s inclusion into a controversial secret & "brotherhood.a ™
Mahmud initiates us with wisdom into the contradictions of a liberal political philosophy that extols
universal brotherhood but is embedded in exclusionary practices of community and ritual based on
class, race, and gender. This feminist ethnography is sure to become a classic in the anthropology
of Europe.a « (Lila Abu-Lughod, author of Do Muslim Women Need Saving?)a celn The Brotherhood
of Freemason Sisters, Mahmud takes the reader on a journey of discovery that mirrors both her
fieldwork experience and the initiation path of the Masons she studies. Her writing is clear and

inviting, creating a sense of rapport with the reader as she transitions effortlessly from passages of



descriptive narrative, to analysis and theoretical discussion, then personal reflection.a « (Journal of
the Anthropological Society of Oxford)a ceMahmud has crafted a stupendous ethnography of female
Freemasonry in Italy. Her writing, sensuously descriptive at one moment and coolly analytical at the
next, frames a sophisticated, counterintuitive, but radically persuasive analysis of a modernity that
has silenced women even when its self-proclaimed humanism has conditionally included them;

a “female brothersd ™ were as thoroughly excluded from state persecution as they have been
belittled by their sometimes well-meaning but condescending male counterparts. Carrying feminist
analysis into a resolutely antifeminist female domain to expose the self-satisfaction of liberal
European humanism, Mahmudéa ™s incisive critique does not preclude affection or respect for its
targets. Indeed, her sometimes puzzled affection for her highly conservative subjects is one of the
book& ™s many attractive strengths, as is the paradoxically revelatory discretion that she, as a
talented ethnographer, shared with them. This rare synergy of style, scholarship, and ethical
sensibility is a tribute to anthropologya ™s relevance for understanding the paradoxes of
modernity.a « (Michael Herzfeld, author of Evicted from Eternity)a ceBeautifully written and staged,
Mahmuda ™s is an extraordinary work of thinking through fieldwork materials andA experiences.
Self-disclosing as havingA produced & “profane ethnography,a ™ and by finding fraternity with
women Freemasons, who were not thought to exist, she advances fresh insights across theA range
of topics and issues that have engaged anthropologists, and intellectuals generally, about the
presentA morphings of liberal humanism, from within one ofA its most politically conservative
expressions.a * (George E. Marcus, author of Ethnography through Thick and Thin)a celn her
brilliant ethnographic exegesis, Mahmud. . . persuasively links what appear to be the idiosyncratic
predicaments of Freemason sisters to countless actors who have struggled and who continue to
struggle in the great and small movements that punctuate the history of liberalism.a *A (American

Ethnologist)

Lilith Mahmud is associate professor of gender & sexuality studies and anthropology at the

University of California, Irvine.
Would definitely recommend this book. | had to read it for a college course but | loved it.
Fascinating! Marvelous! Outstanding! | really enjoyed this book a lot. An inside look into the world of

Freemasonry, and its little known women members, through eyes of a cultural anthropologist. Even

though it's an anthropology book, it doesn’t read like one. It's not full of jargon and | found it easy to



read and comprehend. It is a fascinating look at a world completely unknown to most people, and
yet discussed in a broader, modern context. Marvelously written, warm and inviting, Mahmud’s
words will seduce you into this world before you know it, dying to find out more about it, as you turn
the pages! Also, woven throughout the text are marvelous personal vignettes (see Passwords) that
are very intimate and unique, relaying the story as the author discovered it. Great read!

Download to continue reading...

The Brotherhood of Freemason Sisters: Gender, Secrecy, and Fraternity in Italian Masonic Lodges
The Lost Keys of Freemasonry (Also Includes: Freemasonry of the Ancient Egyptians / Masonic
Orders of Fraternity) Italian: Short Stories for Beginners + Italian Audio: Improve your reading and
listening skills in Italian. Learn Italian with Stories (ltalian Short Stories Book 1) Gender Born,
Gender Made: Raising Healthy Gender-Nonconforming Children The Gender Game 5: The Gender
Fall: The Gender Game, Book 5 Italian: Short Stories for Beginners: Improve your reading and
listening skills in Italian. Learn Italian with Stories (Italian Edition) Childrens Italian books: Animal
counting fun. Contare con gli animali ed ™ divertente: Learn Italian with stories.Children’s
English-Italian Picture Book ... books for children Vol. 2) (ltalian Edition) Mi piace aiutare (italian kids
books, italian baby books): libri per bambini, libri per ragazzi (I Love to Help) (Italian Bedtime
Collection) (ltalian Edition) Childrena ™s book in Italian: Gifts for you, Mama.Dei regali per te,
Mamma: Childrens ltalian book (Bilingual Edition) Children’s Picture book English Italian. ... books
for children Vol. 8) (ltalian Edition) Childrena ™s book Italian: Peekaboo baby. Cucu’ mio piccolino:
(Bilingual Edition) English-Italian Picture book for children. Bilingual English Italian books ... books
for children Vol. 1) (ltalian Edition) Children’s book in ltalian: Where are the Easter Eggs? Dove
sono le uova di Pasq: Childrens ltalian books,Children’s Picture Book English-ltalian ... for children)
(Volume 10) (Italian Edition) Freemasonry in the Ottoman Empire: A History of the Fraternity and Its
Influence in Syria and the Levant Liberty, Fraternity, Exile: Haiti and Jamaica after Emancipation
The Presidents Club: Inside the World’s Most Exclusive Fraternity The Real Animal House: The
Awesomely Depraved Saga of the Fraternity That Inspired the Movie Nora Roberts Three Sisters
Island CD Collection: Dance Upon the Air, Heaven and Earth, Face the Fire (Three Sisters Island
Trilogy) The Unusual Suspects (Sisters Grimm #2) (The Sisters Grimm) The Problem Child (Sisters
Grimm #3) (The Sisters Grimm) The Fairy-Tale Detectives (Sisters Grimm #1) (The Sisters Grimm)
Zabime Sisters, The (The Zabime Sisters)


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/PWM6p/the-brotherhood-of-freemason-sisters-gender-secrecy-and-fraternity-in-italian-masonic-lodges.pdf?r=WXy1%2By9vD2xkLLFnmEQIfC8Um5rRVUDPgzFw%2B2bs%2Bug%3D
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/contact.html
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html

Privacy

FAQ & Help


https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://cristine-holstege.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

